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What Does Discipleship Mean?
Bruce Bradshaw

“The mission of the United Methodist Church
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

When I read the mission statement of the United Methodist Church, I have several questions. |
will explore a few of them in this article. The primary question is: “What is discipleship?” The
assumption of the mission statement seems to be: “We, who comprise the church, are disciples
of Jesus Christ who replicate ourselves by inviting other people to be disciples of Jesus Christ,
and, together, we transform the world.”

Like many issues concerning our lives and faith, this one sounds easier than it is—and I don’t
even want to ponder the meaning of transforming the world, at least not in this article. Engaging
the first half of the mission statement is overwhelming enough.

Maybe a little history will help us engage the meaning of the mission statement more
effectively. I understand that the United Methodist Church ratified our current mission
statement in 2008, which, in the span of church history, is a blink of an eye; it was only 3 years
old when I came to ASUMC. In the span of church history, our mission statement is new, and
embracing anything new take time, especially in churches. Churches embody our deepest
beliefs and most cherished values; we don’t change them easily.

But how do we change them, if we change them, at all. [ want to suggest that we change our
beliefs and values when we change our language. Our language reflects our thinking, and our
thinking influences our behavior. We change when our language changes. We integrate the
mission statement in our lives when we embody the language of disciples, even being
intentional about using the word “discipleship” in our conversations, identifying ourselves as
disciples of Jesus Christ.

My concern is that we use the language of discipleship. If we do, we must consider what we are
we talking about? What do we mean by it?

When I hear the world “discipleship,” I think about learning; the word “disciple” comes from
the Latin word for learning, influencing me to conclude that the mission of the United
Methodist Church is to be a congregation of people who learn who Jesus is, and teaching others
who Jesus is, transforming ourselves by integrating the teachings of Jesus into our lives,
growing into the character of Christ, and transforming the world with the teachings of Jesus.

Now, I surmise, as you read this article, that you are probably be thinking, “Bruce is on another
rant to promote participation in the Bible studies; he thinks studying scripture in a small group
is the beginning and end of discipleship.”

(continued on next page)
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Let me suggest that I have made peace with the idea participation in the Bible studies will
probably remain limited. However, I am concerned with how we integrate the mission
statement into our lives, as individuals and as a congregation, transforming our lives, if not the
world. “What do we mean when we use the world “discipleship?”

Maybe we can talk ourselves right into fulfilling our mission statement, but our language has to
influence our behavior; we are disciples in both word and deed. How do we do that?

MESSAGE FROM ERIN NEWCOMB

My favorite Disney movie of all time is Mary Poppins, the lovely story of a magical nanny who
steps into the life of the Banks family at just the right time. She hears the children’s cries for
attention and guides them down the road of wonderment instead of mischief. The children form
a relationship with her and hope that she’ll stay a long time, but Poppins shares that she will
only stay until the wind changes. Well, the wind changes, she restores Mr. Banks’ relationship
with his children, and the movie ends with her departure. Despite Poppins’ composure and
assurance that it’s her rightful time to leave, the audience can tell that she’s a bit sad to say
goodbye.

I know the feeling. At several different points in my life, I have felt the mixed emotions of
times of transition. For instance, | was sad to say goodbye to my students when I left my music
teaching position. These children had come to accept me as their teacher, and we had developed
a connection. I wondered how I could say goodbye.

The answer came in the form of a song by Mark Miller called “Draw the Circle Wide.” After
learning the song and singing it together as a class, we discussed its meaning. I shared how
grateful I was that they had drawn the circle wide to include me into their school community,
and then I left them with the task of drawing the circle even wider as to include whoever would
step into the role of music teacher for the following year.

I hoped and prayed that these people would continue to warmly welcome and accept the new
members of the community, and that is my hope and prayer for you as well. In only two
months, you so kindly welcomed me into your church family. I am amazed and grateful for the
connections formed in such a short period of time. While I am a bit sad to say goodbye, like
Mary Poppins, I know that it’s my rightful time to go. The wind has changed. Pastor Bruce has
safely returned from his bike trip, and I am preparing to return to school.

I look fondly upon our time together, and like the apostle Paul, “I thank my God every time [
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you “.
(Philippians 1:3-4, NRSV)

With sincerest gratitude,

Erin Newcomb



BIBLE STUDIES AT ASUMC

Fast Track is an adaptation of the

original, bestselling Disciple Bible Study:
Becoming Disciples through Bible Study.
It is ideal for busy people who want to

FAST TRACK fit a comprehensive Bible study into

their schedule.

Interested in an in-depth Bible study? Beginning September 13, 2016 at
6:30 PM ASUMC will hold a Disciple Bible study in Fellowship Hall. This
will be a 12-week study of the Old Testament and a 12-week study of the
New Testament. Come learn what the scripture teaches us about being
Disciples of Christ and how we can become more Christ like in our daily
lives. Anyone interested please speak to Bruce Bradshaw or Kim Gontarz
to ensure we have plenty of materials.

Disciple Bible Study
Tuesday, September 13, 2016
6:30 PM
Fellowship Hall, ASUMC

Saturday morning Bible Study meets in the parsonage
beginning at 8:30 AM.

Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend.
Please call Bruce at 603-546-8294 if you have any questions.




Prayer Request

Please keep our friend and summer guest accompanist Darlene Poole, in your prayers. Her
mother, Anna Elizabeth Johnson Hartman, died on August 22. She was born on February 14,
1926.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS T SEPTEMBER 2016

Sunday Liturgist Ushers Communion Steward
September 4 Su Stafford James Davis Jan Larmouth
September 11 Heather Davis Deb Sherwood

September 18 Bob Larmouth James Davis

September 25 Alice Locke Scott Roystan

If you are unable to volunteer at the scheduled time,
please contact another to substitute for you and let Kelley know.
Thank you for serving.

2016 PUBLIC SUPPERS

SEPTEMBER 17 ROAST BEEF
Mashed potato, carrots, string beans

OCTOBER 15 CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE*
Boiled potato, turnip, carrots

NOVEMBER 19 ROAST PORK
Potato, carrots, green beans, applesauce

SATURDAYS 4:30 PMi 6:30 PM
Adults $10, Seniors $9, Children $6, Under 5 free
*Corned Beef & Cabbage Supper- Adults $11, Seniors $10, Children $6, Under 5 free




Can You Help?

Main Street UMC's food pantry serves approximately 100
| individuals or families on a weekly basis. These people take
B emergency food bags each week. In addition to the
¥ MSUMC congregation, the food pantry receives help from
i the New Hampshire Food Bank and the Commodities
Program of the USDA along with donations from the
8 Scouting for Food Program.

We would like to help Main Street with this ongoing
mission of feeding the hungry in our community by contributing non-perishable
items. The needs include macaroni and cheese, cereal, snacks, peanut butter, pasta,
etc. Anything we can provide to them will be greatly appreciated.

Let's make an attempt to help them with this need in Nashua. All items can be dropped
into the collection box in the narthex, inside the front door, and will be delivered to
Main Street on a regular basis.

If you have any questions, please speak with Sharon Cloutier.
(603-889-4853 or sharoncloutier@comcast.net)

-8 Nashua Soup Kitchen
*i*ll and Shelter, Inc.

ASUMCVOLUNTEERSAT NASHUASOUPKITCHENAND SHELTER
We volunteer on the 3rdFriday of each month4:157 6:30 p.m.
Volunteer Dates: Fridays September 16, October 21, November 18

If you have any questions, please speak with Heather Davis. (68384-2734 or

harrihc6 @yahoo,com)
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The NSKS serves the Greater Nashua ar€&zommunity support is critical to the
NSKS.Over 70% of the funds for operating programs for those in need come from private
contributions. We are grateful for your support.



September 2016

(&)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 8:30am
Bible Study
Parsonage;
AA 8:00pm
4 5 6 ! 8 9 5:45 pm 10 8:30am
9:30 am Community | Bible Study
Worship zﬁgu;rlé!:::at Parsonage;
by Bruce, Fel- AA 8:00pm
lowship Hall
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 am 6:30 pri Roast Beef
Worship; Disciple Supper, 4:3
Sunday Bible Study 6:30pm;
School (F. Hall) AA 8:00pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 8:30am
10:00 am 6:30 pri Bible Study
Worship; Disciple Parsonage;
Sunday Bible Study AA 8:00pm
School (F. Hall)
25 26 27 28 29 30
10:00 am 6:30 pri
Worship; Disciple
Sunday Bible Study
School (F. Hall)
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October 2016

Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu Sat
1 s8:30am
Bible Study
Parsonage,;
AA 8:00pm
2 10:00 an| 3 4 ) 6 4 8 8:30am
T Worship; 6:30 pri Bible Study
Sunday Disciple Bib Parsonage;
School Sch Study AA 8:00pm
910:00 am 10 11 12 13 14 15corned
Worship; 6:30 prih Beef & Cab
Sunday Disciple Bib 4:306:30pm;
School Study AA 8:00pm
16 _
10:00 ari | L7 18 " 19 20 21 22 8:30an
Worship: 6§me _ &meSRMY
Sunday Disciple Bib Parsgnage,
School Study AA 8:00pm
2310:00 |24 25 26 27 28 29 8:30am
am Worship 6:30 priy Bible Study
Sunday Disciple Bib Parsonage;
School Study AA 8:00pm
30 10:00 (31
am Worship
Sunday

School
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COMMUNITY MEAL
Fellowship Hall
Friday, September 9, 5:45 pm

Bring your favorite potluck/carry-in meal and your ideas as to why anyone would ride a bicycle
across the United States.

Bruce will have the answers to all your questions!

The mission of
the United Methodlst Church
/s to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation

of the world.




